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 Bringing celebrity guests to the UT cam-
pus during the new Student Activity Center’s 
official grand opening week cost more than 
$70,000 in student fees.
Monday’s “An Evening with Zach Braff ” 
and Thursday’s “Hip-Hop Then and Now: 
Featuring Common, Chuck D” cost $35,000 
for each of the two acts.
The Student Events Center is composed 
of 15 different committees that plan Univer-
sity-wide events. A Texas Union fee that all 
students pay as part of tuition partially funds 
the SEC programming budget, said Trinity 
Smith, University Unions senior student af-
fairs administrator.
The Texas Union fee costs students $45.44 
for the fall and spring semesters and $34.08 
for a nine-week summer term.
Smith said for the grand opening week, 
the center worked with all of the SEC com-
mittees to see if there was a group or an 
event they wanted to invite to campus, but 
may have been out of their price range.
Actor, hip-hop artists commemorate opening 
of SAC ballroom despite steep cost of VIPs 
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Teammates give J’Covan Brown nickname 
for coming off bench and sinking shots
BROWN’S ‘BIG SHOT’SOUTHERN SUDAN
TO SECEDE
Independence referendum passes;
South to form nation in July
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Cowboys stadium may have failed fans, 
but with whom does the blame lie? 
SUPER BOWL SITTER
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Today in history
Sex trafficking
The Center for Women’s and 
Gender Studies is hosting a talk 
on sex trafficking tonight from 
4:30 to 6 p.m. in the GEB fourth 
floor conference room.
‘Zítra se bude’
A Czech opera film about 
the only woman executed in 
communist Czechoslovakia in 
the 1950s is being shown in 
GRG 102 tonight at 7 p.m.
‘Morning Dove’
Alternative country musician 
Mark Olson is performing at 
the Cactus Cafe tonight at 8:30 
p.m. with special guest David 
Ramirez. Tickets are $10.
In 1924
The first state execution by gas 
chamber in the United States 
occurs in Nevada.
 — Taylor Doyle
Future Longhorn lineman
TODAY
SPORTS PAGE 7
“I definitely think 
there will be more 
pressure at the col-
legiate level, but our 
coaches at Lake Tra-
vis always stressed 
that ‘pressure makes 
diamonds.’ With-
out pressure, all you 
have is a lump of 
coal.”
Quote to note
A state senator filed a bill to en-
sure that education is the first step 
to prevent children under 18 from 
sending pornographic text mes-
sages, or “sexting”.
A state senator announced 
Monday a bill that could classify 
the sending of pornographic text 
messages, or sexting, by teenagers 
younger than 18 as a Class C mis-
demeanor.
The bill, which was filed by Sen. 
Kirk Watson, D-Austin, would ap-
ply to all minors who send sexu-
al images and videos by text mes-
sages. It would also emphasize ed-
ucation as a preventative measure 
to stop sexting.
Texas Attorney General Greg 
Abbott appeared with Watson to 
support the bill’s passage.
Watson said sexting is becom-
ing more widespread, and 22 per-
cent of teen girls admit to having 
sent pornographic text messages 
in 2008.
“Technology has now changed 
what it means to be a child and 
an adolescent,” he said. “Our laws 
need to recognize that Texas today 
is a very different place than it was 
when most of us, and most folks 
who wrote all those laws, were 
growing up.”
Photo illustration by Ryan Propes | Daily Texan Staff 
Legislation proposed by Texas Sen. Kirk Watson and Attorney General 
Greg Abbott seeks to educate school-age children on “sexting” dangers.
Proposed bill to outlaw underage ‘sexting’ Safety commission 
strives to improve 
response to 911 calls
Austin’s emergency call system 
may need further planning and 
revision, members of the Public 
Safety Commission said in a meet-
ing Monday.
Concerns about the 911 system 
include a lack 
of full-time em-
ployees, the pos-
sibility of “Next 
G e n e r a t i o n” 
t e x t - i n  c a l l s 
and the num-
ber of Emergen-
cy Medical Ser-
vices or Fire De-
partment units 
to dispatch upon 
each call.
“We have 79 
full-time opera-
tional staff mem-
bers who are used not only for 911 
calls, but for teletype, non-emer-
gency, payroll and other areas,” 
said Marcia Brooks, Austin Po-
lice Department emergency com-
munications manager. “We are in 
need [of] additional spots because 
they are spread very thin.”
Despite a need for additional 
personnel, dispatchers answered 
96.6 percent of the 798,346 an-
swered calls in less than 10 sec-
onds, she said. In the late hours 
of the night, about 15 dispatchers 
work to answer all 911 calls and 
25-30 work at any other time of the 
day, she said.
Of the 815,990 total 911 calls 
attempted in 
2010,  17,644 
were abandoned 
— a problem 
attributed to a 
lack of available 
agents to answer 
911 calls at any 
time of the day, 
Brooks said.
“If the emer-
gency call is for 
the police, we 
keep the call 
and process it,” 
Brooks said. “If 
not, we transfer them to fire or 
EMS. We hand off approximate-
ly 10 to 15 percent of all calls, but 
the majority are directed toward 
the police.”
Public Safety Commissioner 
Aman Bandali said to make up for 
By Ahsika Sanders
Daily Texan Staff
“
Of the 815,990 total 
911 calls attempted 
in 2010, 17,644 were 
abandoned.”
“
 — Marcia Brooks, Austin Police 
Department emergency communications 
manager
Protein find could decipher Alzheimer’s
Students pick up the tab when celebrities visit
Tamir Kalifa | Daily Texan Staff 
Zach Braff, of “Scrubs” and “Garden State” fame, made his first trip to Austin 
to entertain audiences and share stories from his career during a question 
and answer session at the Student Activity Center on Monday night.
Tamir Kalifa | Daily Texan Staff 
Isabelle Cook, a radio-television-film sophomore, studies on the fourth floor of the Student 
Activity Center while waiting for “An Evening With Zach Braff” to begin. Hundreds of stu-
dents flooded the new Student Activity Center for one of the first major events held there 
since its opening this semester.
Researchers at the UT Health 
Science Center at San Antonio 
made breakthrough progress to-
ward discovering a contributing 
factor of Alzheimer’s disease.
The research team discovered 
a new protein that interacts with 
another protein. The interaction 
leads to the expression of a gene 
that plays a role in the progression 
of the disease.
“If communication with these 
two proteins is disrupted it could 
stop the degeneration of nerve 
cells,” said molecular medicine 
doctoral candidate Xuan Xu, who
discovered the protein molecule 
and its role in the disease at the 
Health Science Center.
The hope is that knowledge of 
the disease will eventually con-
tribute to the development of 
new drugs that would inhibit the 
INSIDE: Check out highlights from “An Evening with Zach Braff” on page 12
By Katrina Tollin
Daily Texan Staff
By Allie Kolechta
Daily Texan Staff
‘One of a kind’
“Maniac Cop 2 ” is being shown 
tonight at 10 p.m. at Alamo 
Drafthouse Ritz. Director William 
Lustig is making a special 
appearance. Tickets are $3.
Fumble
San Jacinto Residence Hall
UT Police officers responded 
to a report of an intoxicated 
student who was injured. 
During the investigation, the 
officers located the student 
and detected a very strong 
odor of alcohol on his breath. 
The student had a large cut on 
the back of his head and was 
missing a shoe. The student 
explained he had slipped on a 
patch of ice. Austin EMS treated 
the student at the scene and 
transported him to a local area 
hospital.
Campus watch
PROTEIN continues on PAGE 2 SAFETY continues on PAGE 2
SAC continues on PAGE 2
SEXT continues on PAGE 2
By Allison Kroll
Daily Texan Staff
2WWW.UBSKI.COM 
1-800-SKI-WILD   •   1-800-754-9453
SKI SPRING BREAK 201 !1
Vail • Beaver Creek • Keystone • Arapahoe Basin
20 Mountains. 5 Resorts. 1 Price.
breckenridge
plus t/s
FROMONLY
3822 N Lamar
M-F 8-6 & Sat 9-5
453-7619/24 Hours
Open Sunday Feb 13th 10-5
www.charlottesﬂ owers.com
One Dozen Mixed Color Roses 
$19.95 Cash/Carry
Charlotte’s Fiesta Flow
ers
Free Chocolates with deliveries 
February 7th-13th
Time commitment? About ﬁ ve hours per month (one meeting, 
reading before meeting, committee work).  
OPENINGS FOR 2 AT-LARGE POSITIONS WITH
TEXAS STUDENT MEDIA BOARD OF TRUSTEES
TEXAS
STUDENT
MEDIA
The Texas Student Media Board of Operating Trustees has reopened their search for two 
At-Large student board members. 
These are 2-year terms from June 2011 to May 2013.
Pick up an application at the Hearst Student Media building (HSM), 25th and Whitis Ave, Room 
3.304, or print a application from our website: http://www.utexas.edu/tsm/board/
The Board will certify applicants at their next meeting.
Deadline is noon on Wednesday, February 9, 2011
This board oversees the largest student media program in the United States.
Your job as a board member?
• Adopt annual budget • Review monthly income and expenses • Select KVRX station manager, 
TSTV station manager, Texas Travesty and Cactus yearbook editors, The Daily Texan managing 
editor • Certify candidates seeking election to TSM board and for The Daily Texan editor
• Review major purchase requests •
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CONTACT US
Egypt releases Google executive
who led opposition on Facebook
CAIRO — The young Google Inc. 
executive detained by Egyptian au-
thorities for 12 days said Monday he 
was behind the Facebook page that 
helped spark what he called “the rev-
olution of the youth of the Internet.”
Wael Ghonim, a marketing man-
ager for the Internet company,  gave a 
television interview just hours 
after he was freed and described how 
he spent 12 days in detention 
blindfolded.
“This is the revolution of the youth 
of the Internet and now the revolu-
tion of all Egyptians,” he said, add-
ing that he was taken aback when the 
security forces holding him branded 
him a traitor.
“Anyone with good intentions is 
the traitor because being evil is the 
norm,” he said.
Under current legislation, if 
underage sexting is reported, an 
offender can be brought up on 
felony charges of possessing or 
trafficking child pornography. 
However, most cases probably 
go either unreported or without 
punishment, Watson said.
If the bill passes, when un-
derage sexting is reported to au-
thorities, offenders would have 
to participate in an education-
al program about the long-term 
legal and social ramifications of 
sexting, and the charges would 
remain on the offender’s re-
cord until age 17, at which time 
it could be expunged. Judges 
would still have the authority to 
charge the offender for possess-
ing or trafficking child pornog-
raphy if they decide the offend-
er is a budding pedophile, Wat-
son said.
If a recipient feels that they 
are an innocent receiver of a 
pornographic text message and 
they report it to the authori-
ties within 48 hours, they can 
use that as a defense against 
prosecution, he said.
The bill would also require 
school districts to implement a 
program to educate their students 
on the possible consequences of 
sexting as a part of their second-
ary education. The fiscal costs of 
these programs would be left up 
to the school districts instead of 
the government, Watson said.
The focus is on education, said 
Lauri Saathoff, a spokeswom-
an at the attorney general’s of-
fice. If someone does receive a 
sext from a minor, they need to 
report it to law enforcement or a 
parent, she said.
Sexting is harder to track 
than other cybercrimes because 
phones are less public, but the 
first step to fixing the problem 
is to educate teens across Tex-
as who are sexting by provid-
ing age-appropriate information, 
Abbott said.
“The goal is not to put more 
teens behind bars,” he said. “The 
goal is to educate them. Putting 
a teen behind bars doesn’t help a 
whole lot.”
Public Safety Commissioner 
Aman Bandali said to make up for 
the lack of employees, AFD, EMS 
and police dispatchers could be 
trained to respond to a broad range 
of calls, rather than a single area.
“If we can train them, we won’t 
need a middle person, we can just 
send the units off straight [away],” 
Bandali said. “I think we’d be saving 
a lot of resources and tax dollars.”
Updated emergency call technol-
ogy is expected in the spring and 
will include more accurate tracking 
and recording of cell phones and 
landlines. The technology would 
replace the 40-year-old system cur-
rently in use, which routes calls 
across phone lines.
The possibility of text-in 911 
calls from mobile devices, or “Next 
Generation 911,” is in the pre-pro-
duction stages. The new system 
would be operated through a dif-
ferent type of technology, and there 
is no guarantee when it will be 
standardized, Brooks said.
Another concern for the future 
of Austin’s 911 system involves the 
dispatch of AFD and EMS in re-
sponse to emergency calls, an on-
going debate from the commis-
sion’s December 2010 meeting.
“The debate is over what we 
practice, and what the industry 
standard is,” AFD spokesperson 
Michelle DeCrane said. “We al-
most always send two units to re-
spond to calls, but the crux of the 
debate is if we really need two or if 
we should just send one and allow 
another to remain available to re-
spond to other calls.”
The commission will continue 
to discuss methods of improving 
the emergency call system in future 
meetings.
Tamir Kalifa | Daily Texan Staff
Trainees of the Austin Fire Department practice fire hose mobility with a burn building at the City of Austin Public Safety Training Campus. 
Austin’s Public Safety Commission is encouraging improvement through better dispatcher training and advanced response technology.
PROTEIN continues from PAGE 1
protein reaction and delay the 
progression of the disease, Xu 
said.
“The discovery we found has 
the potential to identify a com-
pound, or drugs, to lead to effec-
tive treatment for this disease,” 
Xu said.
Although medication exists that 
can slow the onset of the disease, 
Xu said no treatment is currently 
available to stop the degeneration 
of nerve cells that results from Al-
zheimer’s disease.
Scientists know little about the 
cause of the terminal disease, said 
Veronica Galvan, assistant profes-
sor for the center’s Barshop In-
stitute for Longevity and Aging 
Studies. The irreversible condi-
tion, which typically affects peo-
ple over 65, is marked by a de-
cline in cognitive ability to ac-
cess and form memories, reason 
and think clearly.
“There are many aspects of the 
disease that we don’t understand,” 
Galvan said. “The way to get con-
trol of the situation is to under-
stand it. Before we can try to find 
drugs, we should concentrate 
more on thoroughly understand-
ing the biology, and then once we 
have the understanding, the op-
portunity about what to do about 
it will be obvious.”
Many Alzheimer’s patients have 
plaques, lesions in the brain that 
have been thought to contribute 
to the disease, according to a press 
release. The disease affects an es-
timated 5.3 million people in the 
U.S. alone and is the leading cause 
of dementia among the elderly.
EMBO Reports, a European 
molecular biology journal, pub-
lished the finding in its Feb. 4 is-
sue Friday.
Xu made the discovery as part 
of her doctoral dissertation. She 
has been working on this proj-
ect for five years in Thomas Boy-
er’s lab at the Health Science Cen-
ter’s Institute of Biotechnology. 
Haiying Zhou — who already ob-
tained her doctoral degree in Boy-
er’s laboratory and is now pursu-
ing postdoctoral studies at Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley — 
co-authored the study.
“The Common event is some-
thing that the African American 
Culture Committee wanted to do 
but couldn’t necessarily afford on 
their budget alone, so this was an 
opportunity for them to co-spon-
sor with the SAC for the grand 
opening events,” Smith said.
Samantha Smith, chair of the 
culture committee, said the group 
is glad to be part of the opening 
week and proud to be able to 
host Common.
“We were looking for some-
thing big to bring to campus that 
students would love,” she said. 
“Common does college tours 
about things that are appreciated 
by students and that are impor-
tant to him — mostly music — so 
he brings a really good dynamic 
to the program.”
More than 450 people attend-
ed the Zach Braff event Monday 
— the first held in the new SAC 
auditorium — leaving standing 
room only.
Jeanette  Hooker,  Student 
Events Center advisor,  said 
once a committee surveys stu-
dents to determine which speak-
er they want, it is fairly easy to 
contact agencies to book the 
celebrity guests.
“The SEC student commit-
tee members compile lists of art-
ists they want to bring to cam-
pus, and we contact the speakers 
bureaus to see if they are tour-
ing and within our budget,” she 
said.
Government junior Tyler Al-
lison said he has attended many 
distinguished speaker events in-
cluding Monday’s “An Evening 
with Zach Braff,” last semester’s 
advanced season premier of TV 
show “Psych” featuring leading 
men James Roday and Dule Hill, 
and Maya Angelou in 2009.
Allison said the fee included 
in tuition is well worth the cost 
to be able to attend the celebrity 
speaker events.
“I don’t even miss the money be-
cause it’s a small fee tacked onto 
tuition that most students proba-
bly never even pay attention to,” he 
said. “I’d prefer big celebrity events 
every year over holding on to a few 
bucks any day.”
SAC continues from PAGE 1 SEXT
continues from PAGE 1
Because of an editing error, the 
headline in Monday’s page 1 news 
story about students volunteering 
at a shelter for immigrants and 
asylum-seekers should have said 
“UT students volunteer at immigrant 
shelter.”
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Egypt releases Google executive
who led opposition on Facebook
CAIRO — The young Google Inc. 
executive detained by Egyptian au-
thorities for 12 days said Monday he 
was behind the Facebook page that 
helped spark what he called “the rev-
olution of the youth of the Internet.”
Wael Ghonim, a marketing man-
ager for the Internet company,  gave a 
television interview just hours 
after he was freed and described how 
he spent 12 days in detention 
blindfolded.
“This is the revolution of the youth 
of the Internet and now the revolu-
tion of all Egyptians,” he said, add-
ing that he was taken aback when the 
security forces holding him branded 
him a traitor.
“Anyone with good intentions is 
the traitor because being evil is the 
norm,” he said.
Chilean woman stops boyfriend 
from leaving with bomb threat
SANTIAGO, Chile — People 
are capable of doing many things 
for love. What Grace Guajardo did 
forced the evacuation of more than 
300 people from a plane moments 
before takeoff.
Authorities say she phoned in a 
false bomb threat to keep her boy-
friend from flying off to a new job.
Her man, Rodrigo Gomez, had al-
ready boarded Iberia Flight 6830 for 
Madrid on Sunday, planning to take 
a months-long job as a cruise 
ship waiter.
Desperate that he was leaving, 
Grace admitted she called the airport 
from her cell phone demanding that 
authorities tell Gomez his father was 
gravely ill. When that didn’t work, 
she called back, alleging there was a 
bomb on the plane, authorities said.
Prosecutors decided not to invoke 
the more severe anti-terrorism law 
after hearing the couple’s story.
The couple informed the court 
that they have lived together for 
eight years and have three children.
“I can’t be angry, I have to support 
her. What she needs is love, nothing 
more,” Gomez said, and they kissed 
again before the cameras.
 — Compiled by reports from 
The Associated Press
JUBA, Sudan — The mud-
hut town of Juba has earned a 
promotion to world capital lat-
er this year. Only Southern Su-
dan needs far more than its own 
currency and a national an-
them: Most of the roads here are 
dirt and even aid workers live in 
shipping containers.
In a litt le more than five 
months, Southern Sudan is slat-
ed to become the world’s new-
est country. Final results from 
last month’s independence refer-
endum announced on Monday 
show that 98.8 percent of the bal-
lots cast were for secession from 
Sudan’s north.
Two decades of war between 
the predominantly Muslim north 
and rebels in the Christian-ani-
mist south killed at least 2 mil-
lion people before a 2005 peace 
agreement was reached. Resi-
dents are jubilant to have their 
own country at last, though much 
work remains.
“The list is long,” said Athai Pe-
ter, 25, as he stood at a job ad-
vertisement board outside a U.N. 
agency on Monday. “The roads 
are so poor in many places that we 
have very high food prices.”
A new currency must be es-
tablished. Diplomatic missions 
need to be opened. And a country 
name must be chosen.
Crit ical  negotiat ions st i l l 
must be held with the north to 
decide on citizenship rights, 
oil rights and even the final 
border demarcation.
Pete Muller | Associated Press
Southern Sudanese celebrate the formal announcement of referendum results in the southern capital of Juba on Monday. Referendum officials indicated that nearly 99 percent of all voters 
cast ballots in favor of southern independence. Southern Sudan will remain united with the north until the expiration of Comprehensive Peace Agreement in July 2011.
Southern Sudan to secede after decades of war
By Jason Straziuso & Maggie Fick
The Associated Press
NEWS BRIEFLY
legalese
Opinions expressed in The Daily Texan are those of the 
editor, the Editorial Board or the writer of the article. 
They are not necessarily those of the UT administration, 
the Board of Regents or the Texas Student Media Board 
of Operating Trustees. 
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VIeWPOINT
By Isis gaber
Daily Texan Guest Columnist
OpiniOn
Ask tough questions
Egypt is the current political cliché, a 
distant place of focus for media outlets and 
political analysts to discuss and “figure out.” 
However, for me, it is my birthplace and 
where my brother and cousin are currently 
doing their part to gain freedom from the 
oppressive government led by 82-year old 
dictator, Hosni Mubarak.  
It is so easy to put Egypt in to a sea of 
clichés and forget that it is actually affect-
ing 85 million people. Egypt is following in 
the footsteps of Tunisia, and Jordan, Yemen 
and Morocco hope to follow in Egypt’s foot-
steps.  
However, these footsteps are wavering, as 
Mubarak defies expectations and remains in 
office — even though millions have taken to 
the streets of Cairo and other Egyptian cit-
ies to protest his “presidency” and his eco-
nomic disappointments and oppression of 
rights.  Of course, the blame should not be 
put on Mubarak alone; it is the entire regime 
that has been in power for decades, contin-
ually silencing the voices of the Egyptian 
masses. However, after seeing Tunisia defeat 
its “thugocracy,” these Egyptian masses now 
no longer view their dictator-based govern-
ment as untouchable; they are no longer 
mythical.  
For years, many Egyptians have been 
discontented with their government, which 
created a multi-dimensional state of cor-
ruption and forced its people to live under 
emergency law for 30 years. So the question 
is: Is this revolution or evolution?  Did this 
change happen overnight, or is this a gradu-
al change in society?  Egyptians are experi-
encing an evolution, in which a civil society 
is trying to develop itself out of the current 
regime oppression; people are tired of feel-
ing undignified, and now they’re taking to 
the streets to demand their rights.  
My brother, a journalist for an English 
speaking newspaper in Cairo, has been re-
porting from Tahrir Square and is caught in 
the everyday struggles of his fellow Egyp-
tians. Every day I feel proud to know that 
members of my family are facilitating this 
dream. In turn, the Egyptians and other Ar-
abs are articulating their hopes and visions, 
and rising up to stand against tyranny and 
oppression.
I, too, have taken to facilitating this vi-
sion by taking to the streets of Austin, Texas 
along with other Arab-Americans and 
Americans. We articulated our hope, in-
spired by the “Yes, we can!” attitude driven 
by the Obama 2008 campaign. I, along with 
other Arabs, chanted “Yuskut, Yuskut Hosni 
Mubarak” (“Down, Down”) and “Show me 
what democracy looks like! This is what de-
mocracy looks like!” 
Those and many other chants propelled 
the small crowd of 250 protestors to feel as 
one body, cheering on Egyptians and show-
ing our support from abroad. I felt so moved 
by this protest, and I’m sure the feeling in 
Egypt right now is a million times stronger. 
As I stood among 250 people, my brother 
and cousin stood among millions in Egypt.  
Although Egypt is giving many media 
outlets headlines, it is more importantly 
giving families, citizens and countries hope 
— a feeling that has been lost among the 
masses for generations in the Middle East. 
This is not just another news story; it is an 
event that carries global implications. This 
“revolution in the making” is a long-term 
process, so as news headlines fade and the 
public eye is not focused on Egypt, it does 
not mean that the societal evolution is not 
proceeding.  
Embrace the title “citizen of the world” 
and do not just observe the news, take part 
in it; take part in history. Together, we can 
create an articulated vision that brilliantly 
blinds the corruption and gives light to de-
mocracy. 
Gaber is an undeclared sophomore.
An articulated vision for Egypt
A university of the first class
THe FIRINg lINe
What’s your stance on stipends?
 
I want to applaud Andrew Nash’s Firing Line, “A grand 
sacrifice,” in Monday’s paper concerning student stipends.
This is the exact kind of action this campus needs over the 
next several semesters. There is no excuse for student leaders 
to continue to accept large financial stipends given the cur-
rent economic situation. Countless organizations and student 
groups on campus do just as much if not more work to better 
the lives and college experience of UT students on a regular 
basis — without getting paid.
The current Student Government Executive Board has 
already taken a step in the right direction by offering a schol-
arship funded totally by the student fees earmarked for their 
own monthly pay check. Once again, this is a step in the right 
direction, but more must be done.
I hope students registering to run for SG elections or other 
paid positions follow Andrew Nash’s lead. More importantly, 
I hope students on campus remember to ask those running 
what their stance on stipends is.  
Remember, it’s your money. It’s your decision.
— John A. Lawler
Student Government Internal Affairs Chair
Liberal Arts Representative
The Texas Constitution sets a standard that UT be a 
university of “the first class.”
Last spring, Gov. Rick Perry ordered mandatory budget 
decreases to all state agencies, including UT, in anticipa-
tion of a massive state budget shortfall. For months, our 
campus struggled with the impacts of these cuts. From re-
duced gym hours to threatened ethnic and identity stud-
ies centers, from new doctor visit fees to the elimination 
of entire academic programs, we have questioned, pro-
tested and persevered. 
Over the past year, we’ve also seen victories. Student 
leaders and student media have risen to the challenge 
by increasing student representation through newly es-
tablished College Tuition and Budget Advisory Boards, 
promoting transparency through open Student Services 
Budget Committee meetings and advocating for student 
interests at the highest levels. 
However, we have yet to address the root of our prob-
lems: the Texas Legislature.  
The 82nd Legislature gaveled into session on Jan. 11. 
Over the past few days, lawmakers have released propos-
als to bridge the state’s $27-billion budget shortfall. Last 
week, the Senate released its version of the state budget. 
Similar to the House’s proposal, the Senate budget slashes 
financial aid programs by $381 million, reduces the num-
ber of students receiving TEXAS Grants — the state’s main 
financial aid program — by half (from 156,225 students to 
78,080 students) and cuts 11.1 percent, or $87.9 million, 
from state and federal money allotted to the University. In 
response to these proposals, the Austin American-States-
man wondered if “UT’s ‘first class’ status is in jeopardy.”
Last year, we fought budget cuts on campus; this year, 
we’ll take the fight to the Capitol. 
This semester Student Government, the Senate of Col-
lege Councils, the Graduate Student Assembly and other 
student organizations have joined together to create the 
“Invest in Texas” campaign. The campaign will organize 
students to lobby lawmakers to adequately fund UT, pro-
tect financial aid programs and allow us to stay academi-
cally competitive. 
The campaign is not a laundry list but a sales pitch. In a 
difficult economic climate, students cannot demand con-
tinued state support for our university without a compel-
ling justification. Fortunately, we have the most compel-
ling justification: It’s a good investment. 
The Invest in Texas campaign will work relentlessly to 
drive home a single statistic: For every dollar the state in-
vests in UT, $18 is generated for the Texas economy. 
Adequately funding UT and providing support to its 
students is not an expenditure for the state but is a lu-
crative venture. Faculty-generated research attracts more 
than $400 million in federal grants, while advanced re-
search creates opportunities for licensing, patents and 
business start-ups. Each year, out-of-state students and 
funding create an economic expansion effect for the Texas 
economy generating more than $2 billion in business ac-
tivity and more than 15,000 new jobs. Most importantly, 
the students that grow, live and learn at this University 
become leaders in business, the arts and the sciences. As 
students, we must implore lawmakers not to damage the 
greatest engine of intellectual and economic development 
for our state.
The Invest in Texas campaign will kick-off at 8 a.m. 
Wednesday in the SG and Senate of College Councils 
office, Room 2.102 of the Student Activity Center. We’ll 
walk from the Student Activity Center to the Capitol to 
attend the first Senate Finance Committee hearing. At the 
hearing, lawmakers will discuss the proposed budget cuts 
to UT. The hearing is open to the public, and participation 
is strongly encouraged. Please join us, wear burnt orange 
and ensure the student voice is heard. 
Together students can ensure our campus faces the fu-
ture as a university of the first class.
For more information visit http://facebook.com/invest-
TEXAS or follow @InvestinTexas on Twitter. 
Talarico is the director of the Invest in Texas campaign.
By Jimmy Talarico
Daily Texan Guest Columnist
You may have noticed a cold chill in the air earlier this week. 
The sun has retreated behind a heavy blanket of clouds and 
cast the landscape in a dead grayish hue. There can be only one 
explanation for the sudden turn: Student Government elec-
tions are upon us. 
Sandwiched between pleas for your vote, you’ll probably 
catch plenty of comments about how SG is stupid, a waste of 
time and money or an elaborate resume-padding scheme. And 
when those representatives elected by the student body spend 
their time passing symbolic resolutions, those comments may 
very well be accurate.    
What critics rarely recognize, though, are the areas where 
elected students have a huge impact. For example, there are 
five students who sit on the Student Services Budgeting Com-
mittee, which annually allocates more than $37.9 million in 
student fee money. 
The Executive Committee also appoints students to boards 
governing the University Unions, Texas Student Media, Presi-
dential Advisory Committee, University Area Partners and the 
Faculty Council. 
The rest of the elected representatives still play important 
roles, especially insofar as they must approve by vote all those 
student appointments (there are more than 40 external posi-
tions). This necessary check should ideally ensure that only the 
most qualified and enthusiastic students are appointed to these 
extremely influential positions.
Unfortunately, as often happens, these appointments are 
rubber-stamped with few or no questions asked regarding a 
student’s qualification, motivations or intentions. 
But over the next two weeks, the student body has an oppor-
tunity to conduct its own litmus test. While races for the Uni-
versity Unions Board, the Co-op Board and Texas Student Me-
dia are often relegated to the shadow of more fiercely-contested 
elections, students should use the next two weeks to ask tough 
questions of the candidates for these influential positions. 
For example, the University Co-op Board of Directors in-
cludes four students who are elected to two-year terms. Along 
with SG, students on the Co-op Board have helped in the past 
year to implement the new textbook rental program. 
But having students in these positions does not always result 
in those boards acting in the interest of students. The Univer-
sity Union Board has six seats reserved for students, including 
four that are chosen by students in university-wide elections 
every March, including the Student Government president, 
the Student Event Center president and two students selected 
to serve exclusively on the Unions Board.
However, last year when the Unions Board announced plans 
to close the iconic Cactus Cafe, many students protested the 
decision. This episode highlighted a disconnect between those 
elected to serve and the wishes of those students who elected 
them. That type of disconnect is most prone to develop when 
these candidates are allowed to fly under the radar during elec-
tions. 
Students like to complain when they disagree with the 
choices made by elected representatives, but they’re less vocal 
during the formative process when candidates volunteer them-
selves and campaign. 
Be proactive. Even if you don’t have the time or interest to 
commit to running for one of these election positions, take the 
time to learn about the candidates and their platforms. Doing 
so will only increase the quality of student leadership at UT. 
Last year, even with the Cactus Cafe controversy, only five 
students ran for a spot on the University Unions Board, and 
two were elected. The Co-op Board of Directors had even less 
participation, with three candidates running for two posi-
tions. 
UT deserves better participation not just from student can-
didates but from student voters as well.
Filing material for the University Unions Board is available 
on the fourth floor of the Texas Union in the administrative of-
fices. Information about filing for the University Co-op Board 
of Directors is available in at Co-op’s executive offices at 23rd 
and Nueces streets The filing deadline for both positions is 5 
p.m. today.
— Dave Player for the editorial board
Anti-government protesters pray in front of an army tank and armored personnel carrier at the continuing protest in Tahrir 
Square in downtown Cairo, Egypt, on Monday, Feb. 7, 2011.
Associated PressBen Curtis |
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Texas Exes Teaching Awards seek to promote quality teaching at The University 
of Texas by publicly recognizing professors and teaching assistants who have had 
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The Texas Exes wish to congratulate the recipients of the 
2011 TEXAS EXES TEACHING AWARDS
SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE
Francisco Gomes
Samuel Dodd
RED MCCOMBS SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
Herbert A. Miller
COLLEGE OF COMMUNICATION
Brad Love
Kelly Kaufhold
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Marilla D. Svinicki 
COCKRELL SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING
Brian L. Evans
Benjamin H. Gully
COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS
Andrew Dell’Antonio
Cassidy C. Browning
JACKSON SCHOOL OF GEOSCIENCES
Elizabeth Jacqueline Catlos
Kenneth Befus
SCHOOL OF INFORMATION
Philip Doty
April Norris
SCHOOL OF LAW
Stanley M. Johanson
Kathryn Hutchinson 
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
Elizabeth M. Richmond-Garza
Emilie Destruel
COLLEGE OF NATURAL SCIENCES
Uri Treisman
Mark Peter Rothlisberger
SCHOOL OF NURSING
J. Carole Taxis
COLLEGE OF PHARMACY
Kenneth A. Lawson
Martin J. Donovan
LBJ SCHOOL OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
Pat Wong
Beibei Zou
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK
Michele A. Rountree
Joy Allison Learman
The Cactus Yearbook is soliciting 
nominations for their Outstanding Student 
and Cactus Goodfellow Awards.  For your 
convenience, we have placed the 
nomination forms on the Cactus web page:
  http://www.utexas.edu/tsm/media/cactus/
 All rules and instructions are included, so 
all you have to do is either print the 
nomination form or pick up one at the 
William Randolph Hearst Building (HSM), 
25th and Whitis Avenue, Room 3.304.  
 
The deadline for nominations is Feb. 25th. 
Send us your applications today! 
If you have any questions, please call 
471-1084 for more information.
Recognizing 
extraordinary  UT students  
for over 75 years.
Outstanding Student
and 
Cactus Goodfellow
Awards
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 A website created by a UT stu-
dent uses social media to cre-
ate jobs and internship opportu-
nities for students at universities 
across Central Texas, including 
UT, Austin Community College 
and St. Edward’s University.
Economics junior Dan Mill-
er began working on the idea 
for thedreamtree.org about a year 
ago while at an internship at the 
Greater Austin Chamber of 
Commerce, before he found-
ed the company in August. He 
launched the website on Jan. 1, 
but the company will contin-
ue to expand the website until 
April 1.
The company is student-
owned and -operated, and in-
ternship seekers must have an 
.edu or .mil e-mail address to 
qualify for an account.
“The end goal of the website 
is to bridge the gap between ed-
ucation and career,” he said. “We 
feel that the process is not being 
done well right now, because 
students don’t have enough 
support and guidance in their 
search for internships.”
The website will implement 
programs to incorporate tech-
nology and software into intern-
ships by providing opportunities 
to work online from a remote lo-
cation, Miller said.
Dreamtree is also working to 
set up project-based internships, 
so instead of working a tradition-
al three- to six-month internship, 
students could do single projects 
for a number of different compa-
nies, he said.
“Every company out there right 
now with an internship service is 
just a job board, essentially,” he 
said. “That’s what we are right 
now, but we have a ton of other 
services that we’re going to add 
to the website to change the way 
that this process is done.”
Dreamtree representatives ap-
proach companies who don’t al-
ready have internship programs 
and create programs in those 
companies, said Chris Sheppard, 
senior adviser and partner in the 
business.
“What we really do here is cre-
ate jobs,” he said. “Whether they 
be part-time or full-time, we are 
creating internship opportuni-
ties that you wouldn’t otherwise 
have had.”
Broadcast journalism junior 
Madison Roberts created an ac-
count on thedreamtree.org after 
a neighbor who interned for the 
website recommended it. While 
the concept of companies seeking 
students and new types of intern-
ships are appealing, Roberts said 
she found an internship through 
UT’s career services.
“Right now I haven’t had a ton 
of luck with Dreamtree, but I 
like the concept,” she said. “The 
amount of jobs just isn’t there yet, 
but hopefully in the future I can 
go back and find more opportu-
nities there.”
Late one night in November 2009, 
finance and business honors junior 
Michael Koetting couldn’t figure out 
a calculus homework problem. He 
logged onto Facebook to see if any of 
his friends online could help.
“I realized that there was no way 
I could communicate this problem 
to somebody online, let alone find 
someone who was working on it,” Ko-
etting said. “I thought how awesome 
would it be to have a live knowledge 
network.”
Koetting came up with the idea for 
Hoot.me, a Facebook application that 
instantly connects students with people 
in their social network who may be able 
to help with homework questions.
The application came in first at the 
Startup Camp 3: Comms Edition, a 
competition to showcase amateur en-
trepreneurs in communication tech-
nology on Feb. 3.
On the first night Koetting and two 
co-founders launched the site, they 
saw an immediate response to the 
product, said Sid Upadhyay, a busi-
ness honors senior and co-founder of 
Hoot.me.
Upadhyay said Facebook is already 
a social experience, and the appli-
cation tried to build on the existing 
foundation. He said he wanted the 
app to have an interactive quality.
The application has “smart chat,” 
which helps simplify things such as 
square root symbols to express diffi-
cult math, chemistry or physics prob-
lems. He said the application could 
potentially be used as virtual office 
hours.
“One of the problems that has driv-
en us is that Facebook chat is what ev-
eryone uses so it’s very limiting in the 
fact that you can’t communicate dense 
topics,” Upadhyay said.
The application also includes video 
conferencing and screen sharing for 
Facebook. Computer science senior 
Gaurav Sanghani, who wrote most of 
the code, said he will improve the vid-
eo conferencing on Hoot.
“Hoot takes up massive amounts of 
bandwidth so I’m trying to make sure 
the quality of the picture looks nice 
and acts properly,” Sanghani said.
Undergraduate studies junior 
Lourdes Salinas said she would rath-
er meet in person to understand dif-
ficult problems she does not under-
stand.
“I’m a more visual person so I don’t 
think I would use it very much,” Sali-
nas said. “I think I would set up a 
meeting with someone to explain 
things to me. But it is very convenient 
because most of us are on Facebook 
24/7.”
Koetting said the next step for Hoot 
is getting enough users to use the ap-
plication to its fullest potential.
“It’s all grassroots right now,” he said. 
“Word of mouth is by far the best tool 
we have.”
STRANGERS IN THE NIGHT
Ryan Propes | Daily Texan Staff
Andrew Valenzuela walks through the space between the Student Activity Center and Gregory Gym on Monday evening.
Social media startups cultivate UT students’ business potential
Schools that serve 
blind, deaf students 
threatened by cuts
By Yvonne Marquez
Daily Texan Staff
By Allie Kolechta
Daily Texan Staff
Entrepreneur starts website 
to connect, engage pupils 
with employers after college
82ND LEGISLATURE
Texas school districts could see an 
increase in lawsuits if special needs 
children are refused admission to 
the School for the Blind and Visu-
ally Impaired and the School for the 
Deaf because of cuts in the proposed 
state budget, superintendents told 
senators Monday.
Bill Daugherty, superintendent for 
the School for the Blind and Visual-
ly Impaired, said if forced to operate 
with less money as proposed under 
the state Senate’s draft budget, the 
school won’t be able to enroll new 
students who have a legal right to a 
“free, appropriate education” under 
the federal Individuals with Disabili-
ties Education Act.
The school has no mechanism to 
cap enrollment, instead placing stu-
dents on a wait list until a spot be-
comes available.
The School for the Deaf, which 
has a legal obligation to accept stu-
dents referred by local school dis-
tricts for admission, faces similar 
obstacles.
With more than 500 students and 
enrollment steadily increasing, the 
school can’t sustain the 10-percent 
cut lawmakers are proposing with-
out cutting personnel and making 
drastic changes in services, superin-
tendent Claire Bugen said.
The School for the Blind and Vi-
sually Impaired is requesting 15 
more teachers and staff, and had 
hoped for an additional $1.4 million 
to cover the cost of providing an ed-
ucation for 12 to 16 new students.
In the face of a $27 billion bud-
get shortfall, Sen. Steve Ogden, R-
Bryan, said “it may be appropriate in 
some cases to charge tuition.”
Bugen said that is not allowed 
under federal law.
By Sommer Ingram
The Associated Press
Hoot.me app for Facebook 
lets students offer help, 
share homework questions
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Commercialization, lack of op-
portunity for new journalists and 
low-quality reporting all contrib-
ute to the overall decline of the 
news media, a visiting journalism 
professor said.
Robert W. McChesney, pro-
fessor of communication at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, said at an on-campus 
lecture Monday that job offers for 
incoming journalists has declined 
for the most part.
“We have lost a significant per-
centage of our foreign correspon-
dents and a significant percentage 
of our correspondents in Wash-
ington,” McChesney said. “New 
media hasn’t filled much of the 
void yet.”
The massive decrease of original 
reporting in Baltimore represents the 
overall decline in news content and 
media work, McChesney said. In 
Baltimore papers, 86 percent of news 
stories are reused press releases.
“Whatever way you slice it, we 
are entering the building age of 
propaganda,” McChesney said.
He does not blame the fall of 
print and news media on the In-
ternet as many people do. 
“What the Internet did instead 
of creating the problem is it accel-
erated it,” McChesney said. “The 
cause deals with corporate monop-
oly control of our news media.”
A lack of resources and compe-
tent people doing the job has be-
come a big problem with modern 
media, he said.
“Journalism needs resources. It 
can’t be done exclusively by peo-
ple in their pajamas,” McChesney 
said. “You need competing people 
pushing things along.”
UT journalism professor Rob-
ert Jensen, who introduced Mc-
Chesney at the event, said the ob-
vious problem of news media to-
day is that the current business 
model has become commercial-
ized, which has led to its downfall.
“What Robert is addressing 
on the one hand is the immedi-
ate problem in the collapse of the 
model,” Jensen said. “On the other 
hand is a deeper critique in the way 
journalism has been practiced.”
McChesney suggests govern-
ment support as a way to attain re-
sources — not for individual pa-
pers or journalists, but for the 
news media system, Jensen said.
“Robert McChesney’s inter-
pretation of the First Amend-
ment goes beyond simply pro-
tection from government cen-
sorship,” Jensen said. “It allows 
for government support for a 
free news media system, which 
is necessary for an informed 
public, which is in turn neces-
sary for democracy.”
Journalism graduate student 
Jaime Loke said she found the 
idea of a government-supported 
free news media to be appeal-
ing, but doubted it would work 
in the United States because 
Americans are afraid of govern-
ment involvement.
“I don’t have the magic solution. 
I wish I did,” Loke said. “But it’s my 
responsibility as a future journal-
ism educator to be vigilant about 
promoting good journalism.”
Get snapped reading the daily texan, win prizes!
TEXAS INTELLIGENCE 
AGENT DEBRIEFING:
WHO:           
WHERE:              
PRIZE WON:                  
Out of 
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into YOUR 
hand.
TEXAS
STUDENT
MEDIA
How is Texas Student Media insid
e your world?
NEHA AZIZ
MESSENGER BAG WITH COLLEGE SUR
VIVAL KIT
COMMUNICATION SCHOOL
“I have written for The Daily Texan, and wr
ite other articles throughout the year.”
Men and Women
18 to 65
Up to 
$2500
Healthy
BMI between 18 and 30
Fri. 25 Feb. through Sun. 27 Feb.
Multiple Outpatient Visits
Current Research Opportunities
Better clinic.
Better medicine.
Better world.
Everybody counts on having safe, 
effective medicine for anything from 
the common cold to heart disease. But 
making sure medications are safe is a 
complex and careful process.
At PPD, we count on healthy volunteers 
to help evaluate medications being 
developed – maybe like you. You must 
meet certain requirements to qualify, 
including a free medical exam and 
screening tests. We have research 
studies available in many different 
lengths, and you’ll ﬁnd current studies 
listed here weekly.   
PPD has been conducting research 
studies in Austin for more than 20 years. 
Call today to ﬁnd out more. 
 
www.ppdi.com  •  462-0492
 Age             Compensation Requirements            Timeline
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  NEW YORK — Tim Armstrong 
has looked like the unluckiest man 
in media for the past year. He used 
to be Google’s ad sales maestro, the 
definition of digital success. But ever 
since May 2009, when he took the 
job of turning around AOL, he has 
overseen abysmal earnings, wretch-
ed morale and a local news strategy 
that has been slammed as a money-
losing Web sweatshop.
Then, in a move that not even 
the most gossipy of media obses-
sives saw coming, Armstrong an-
nounced at the Super Bowl in Texas 
that AOL was buying The Huffing-
ton Post, the Internet news darling, 
for $315 million. Armstrong went 
from looking lame to looking aw-
fully sharp. And awfully lucky.
Perhaps no online property was 
lusted after by media moguls like 
the one Arianna Huffington found-
ed six years ago. Its traffic rivals The 
New York Times. Its infrastruc-
ture is virtually zero-cost. Its social 
media strategy is practically per-
fect. Oh, and it turned its first prof-
it last year on $30 million in reve-
nue. HuffPo expects to triple reve-
nue by 2012.
“The Huffington Post was in big-
time growth mode, and in theo-
ry this gives them access to the re-
sources they’ll need for even fast-
er growth,” said Andy Chapman, 
the head of digital trading at Mind-
Share North America, a unit of the 
ad agency WPP PLC.
Huffington’s original vision was 
to create the political left’s answer 
to the right-leaning Drudge Report, 
minus the venom. 
Huffington leveraged her per-
sonality and her access to the elite’s 
dinner-party circuit to lure 250 ce-
lebrities — “creative minds,” as she 
called them — to blog about topics 
from business to the boudoir.
These were the earliest days 
of social media. At the time, sea-
soned media executives were scared 
to death of opening up their sites 
to the madding crowds. Journal-
ism was a heavily filtered, one-way 
broadcast. Huffington somehow 
saw around the social-media cor-
ner. She persuaded everyone from 
Walter Cronkite to Diane Keaton to 
blog. For a paycheck of zero.
The model was laughably low-
cost. To this day, the home page 
still looks decidedly low-budget 
and cluttered. Early on, Huffing-
ton’s brainchild was also round-
ly panned. One early critic, New 
York University journalism profes-
sor Jay Rosen, said at the time, “Bar-
ry Diller doesn’t have time to hunt 
down juicy links for his readers.”
But Rosen’s take turned out to be 
wildly wrong. Huffington’s writers 
were heavyweights — and because 
readers could chime in, she imme-
diately garnered a loyal audience 
of insatiable news addicts. Huff-
ington sensed, perhaps more than 
anyone, that readers didn’t just 
want to share news. They want-
ed to share it, comment on it and 
then put it up on their Facebook 
pages and Twitter accounts.
It wasn’t long before HuffPo 
started serving as its audience’s 
curator. Editors scoured the Web 
for the most scintillating content 
and then repackaged it on the 
site. Huffington also understood 
that on the Web, linking and be-
ing linked to is what makes traffic 
growth steroidal. 
But by aggregating other news 
providers’ content, sites like The 
Huffington Post, critics say, are 
poisoning the news revenue mod-
el and threatening the Fourth Es-
tate along the way. 
Last year, former Washington 
Post Editor Len Downie Jr. re-
ferred to news aggregation sites 
like The Huffington Post as “par-
asites living off journalism pro-
duced by others.” The Wall Street 
Journal’s editor-in-chief, Robert 
Thomson, drew a more specific 
comparison: “Tech tapeworms.”
Huffington’s site now gets 25 
million unique visitors a month, 
rivaling The New York Times’ 
32 million. 
AOL can use all the help it 
can get. The company is wide-
ly viewed as a dial-up dog, a rel-
ic of the days of the ever-present 
“You’ve got mail” voice. Of late, 
its media strategy has seemed 
schizophrenic. In buying The 
Huffington Post, AOL is also buy-
ing Arianna, who will assume the 
role of editorial content overlord. 
For the first time in its history, 
the company will have an execu-
tive who understands how online 
content works.
Student volunteers passed out 
programs embedded with wild-
flower seeds to demonstrate the 
environmentally sustainable efforts 
of the Student Activity Center at 
an opening ceremony on Monday.
The University Unions host-
ed a ribbon cutting ceremony at 
the newly developed center, which 
was completed on Jan. 18. About 
200 students and faculty attend-
ed the event. University officials 
scheduled the ceremony for Mon-
day to ensure the building was ful-
ly furnished, said Andrew Nash, 
chair of the University Unions 
Board of Directors.
Nash said the board wanted to 
guarantee the building could be 
used to the full extent of its pur-
poses on opening day. Engineers 
designed the building with ad-
ditional spaces for students to 
use outside of the Texas Union, 
he said.
“Everything is there for a pur-
pose with a lot of flexible spaces 
for students to utilize,” Nash said. 
“We have a black box theater, a 
ballroom, a dance rehearsal room 
and several different-sized meet-
ing rooms.”
“It went really well,” said Nick 
Parras, associate director of the 
Student Events Center. “The stu-
dents running the event did a 
great job.”
 — Victoria Pagan
Ceremony shows off center’s features 
By Andrew Vanacore &  
Michelle Conlin
The Associated Press
Jono Foley | Daily Texan Staff
UT President William Powers Jr. and University Unions Board Chair 
Andrew Nash cut the ribbon outside the Student Activity Center in 
honor of its grand opening on Monday.
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Visiting 
professor of 
journalism 
Robert W. 
McChesney, 
from the 
University 
of Illinois 
at Urbana-
Champaign, 
addressed 
the current 
declining 
state of the 
news media 
on Monday 
afternoon 
at an on-
campus 
lecture.
Deteriorating AOL acquires Huffington Post 
News decline persists with no clear solution
By  Victoria Pagan
Daily Texan Staff
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“
 — Andy Chapman, Head of digital 
trading at MindShare North America
The Huffington Post 
was in big-time 
growth mode, and 
in theory this gives 
them access to the 
resources they’ll 
need for even faster 
growth.”
“
As of today, at least to my knowl-
edge, no technology exists that can 
prevent poor weather.
It happens.
Neither Dallas, Fort Worth, Ar-
lington, Irving, Highland Park, 
Grapevine, Mesquite, Denton, 
Richardson nor even Plano (east or 
west) could do anything about it.
It was a shame that the weather 
was miserable last week as North 
Texas was turned into a giant ice 
cube. Events were cancelled. Roads 
were closed. People were stranded. 
That isn’t how Super Bowl week 
is supposed to be spent. And it 
doesn’t happen often.
Odds are that next time the Su-
per Bowl is in North Texas, no 
more than a sweatshirt and jeans 
should be needed when going out.
But first, they have to get that 
next Super Bowl.
Despite an entertaining game, 
there were plenty of gaffes in-
volved — many having little to do 
with the weather conditions.
Much of what was overheard in-
side Cowboys Stadium on Sunday 
were complaints.
Fans were displeased with their 
experience at The Death Star.
It began way before more than 
1,000 fans found out they were un-
able to sit in their designated seats.
Prior to entering the gates of 
Cowboys Stadium, people had to 
wait more than four hours in a 
line that looked five times the size 
of the line of Splash Mountain at 
Disney World. But these people 
weren’t waiting for a long, wet drop 
in a boat while listening to “Zippi-
ty Doo Dah.” They were in line to 
get patted down by a stranger and 
walk through a metal detector.
Luckily for thousands of media 
members, many of whom had no 
business being at the game (includ-
ing me), were able to walk right by 
the line as if they had a fast pass to 
cut the line.
Once through security, it was al-
most impossible to know which 
way to proceed. This was due to 
the cluelessness of the event staff 
and their all-blue uniforms with 
the company’s “S.A.F.E.” logo on it.
The hundreds, if not thousands, 
of event staff that were hired for 
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SIDELINE
DALLAS — The NFL knew last 
week there were problems with 
the installation of temporary Su-
per Bowl seating sections and 
hoped until hours before kickoff 
that they could be fixed.
“At the end, we just ran out of 
time,” NFL executive vice presi-
dent Eric Grubman said Monday.
Four hundred people were 
forced to give up their seats for 
the Green Bay Packers’ 31-25 vic-
tory over the Pittsburgh Steel-
ers on Sunday night, and in-
stead had to watch the game 
on monitors or use standing-
room platforms in corners of 
Cowboys Stadium.
Another 850 fans were moved 
from their seats in the temporary 
sections to other seats.
At 6-feet-5-inches and 270 
pounds, Taylor Doyle has signed, 
sealed and delivered his letter of in-
tent to play Longhorn football.  
The Lake Travis High School of-
fensive lineman brings with him 
three Texas state championships, as 
well as confidence in Texas football 
and Texas coaches. This is in spite 
of witnessing a disappointing year at 
Texas, a 5-7 season marked by stag-
gering losses and the exit of offensive 
line coach Mac McWhorter and of-
fensive coordinator Greg Davis, two 
coaches that recruited Doyle. 
“I was bummed out to see the de-
parture of coach McWhorter and 
coach Davis because I know they 
have a lot to offer, but I understand 
the coaching changes,” Doyle said. 
The recent hire of former Boi-
se State offensive coordinator Bryan 
Harsin in addition to Major Apple-
white’s promotion, who will work to-
gether as co-offensive coordinators, 
doesn’t disappoint Doyle. 
“I’m really excited about this new 
coaching staff that was brought in,” 
Doyle said. “Now [we’ll] be getting 
the best from Boise State and the best 
from the Texas program in the past 
with Applewhite, so I think that can 
only benefit us.”
Doyle is expected to help rebuild 
a Longhorn offense which struggled 
last season. Texas ranked 50th in 
passing, 66th in rushing and 88th in 
scoring in 2010. The Longhorns will 
be under pressure to turn their offen-
sive woes around. This will be some-
thing of a routine for Doyle, who has 
faced high expectations from a com-
munity that expects greatness.
“I definitely think there will be 
more pressure at the collegiate lev-
el, but our coaches at Lake Travis al-
ways stressed that ‘pressure makes 
diamonds.’ Without pressure, all you 
have is a lump of coal,” Doyle said. 
“I think pressure can only be good 
for us. It can either make or break. I 
know the new coaches are going to 
demand a lot from us, which I think 
will benefit in the long run.”
Amassing 85 knockdown blocks 
during his senior year, the all-
state recruit was also taught a little 
about confidence during his time in 
high school. 
“At Lake Travis we knew how to 
win. Going into every game, we al-
ways knew we had a chance,” Doyle 
said. “I think it goes a long way when 
With the excitement of last 
week’s signing day fading, here’s 
a serious look at some of the new 
Longhorns who could make an im-
mediate impact on the team:
Malcolm Brown — RB, 6’0” 220 
lbs. (Byron P. Steele HS/Cibolo)
The stud from Cibolo, just out-
side San Antonio, is already being 
called the best running back on 
the roster even though he has yet 
to graduate high school. Wheth-
er the lofty expectations are fair 
or not, it is likely that Brown will 
step in and provide some much-
needed punch to what was a weak 
running game last season. Keep 
in mind though that head coach 
Mack Brown has been reluctant in 
the past to play freshmen in skill 
positions early on: Cedric Ben-
son did not start against Oklaho-
ma his first year and, as a redshirt 
freshman, Vince Young shared 
snaps with Chance Mock the first 
few games.
Jaxon Shipley — WR, 6’0” 170 
lbs. (Brownwood HS/Brownwood)
If bloodlines are any indication, 
Shipley will be a star. His big broth-
er Jordan, you should remem-
ber, set many a receiving record 
at Texas. Jaxon comes out of high 
school as one of the best receiv-
ers in the nation and will presum-
ably be right in the mix for a spot 
in the wideout rotation. Expect 
him to help out in the return game 
too. He hasn’t blown anyone away 
with his athleticism, but does ev-
erything well and, most important-
ly, seems eager to work on his size 
By Howard Fendrich
The Associated Press
By Trey Scott
Daily Texan Staff
By Alex Endress
Daily Texan Staff
Bob Cooper | Courtesy of the Lake Travis View
Future Longhorn Taylor Doyle prepares to block a Friendswood defender in Lake Travis’ 24-3 win in the 2010 state semifinals. Doyle has been a 
key part of the Cavaliers’ three straight state championships.
Lake Travis lineman remains loyal to Longhorns
Shereen Ayub | Daily Texan File Photo 
Malcolm Brown watches on as his father, Tommy, signs his son’s letter 
of intent. The running back is one of Texas’ top recruits.
Problems overshadow Super Bowl week
SUPER BOWL XLV NFL knew of, 
couldn’t solve 
seat problems 
beforehand
Brown, Shipley may play in first year
Chassidy Fussell was named Big 12 
Freshman of the Week on Monday for her 
play against Kansas on Feb. 5 in which 
she scored 25 points.
Position: 
Guard
Height: 5’ 10”
Class:  
Freshman
Hometown: Troy, 
Tenn.
Chassidy Fussell, 24
PLAYER OF THE WEEK
RECRUITING
By Dan Hurwitz
Daily Texan Columnist
DOYLE continues on PAGE 8
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(4) PITTSBURG 
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?When was the last time Texas men’s basketball started conference play 8-0? Answer. 1977-78, Texas started SWC 
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Unsafe seats 
were one of 
many problems 
that North 
Texas faced 
during Super 
Bowl week. 
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MEN’S BASKETBALL
8 SPTS/CLASS
HOUSING RENTAL
349  Vacation Rental
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND 
CONDO $200/night 1 
bedroom or $275/night 2 
bedroom www.urentez.
com 
EMPLOYMENT
785 Summer Camps
CAMP COUNSELORS 
NEEDED Prestigious 
camps in Pennsylvania 
hiring Sports Special-
ists, Arts Specialists, 
Lifeguards, & Bunk Spe-
cialists. - Guaranteed 
experience of a lifetime. 
- Gain practical experine-
ce working with kids. - 
APPLY ONLINE TODAY!!! 
www.trailsendcamp-
jobs.com 
790 Part Time
MUSCULAR MALES 
Ages 18-28 Wanted for 
Physique Photography. 
$150/hour. 512-927-2226 
FUN JOB, 
GREAT PAY!
Mad Science needs 
animated instructors to 
conduct entertaining 
hands-on, after-school 
programs and/or chil-
dren’s birthday parties. 
Must have dependable 
car and prior experience 
working with groups of 
elementary age children. 
We provide the training 
and equipment. If you 
enjoy working with chil-
dren and are looking to 
work only a few hours 
per week, this is the job 
for you! Pay: $25 - $35 
per 1 hr. class. Call 892-
1143 or website at www.
madscienceaustin.com
BARTENDING! 
$300/DAY 
POTENTIAL
No experience neces-
sary. Training provided. 
Age 18+. 800-965-6520 
ext. 113
ADMINISTRATIVE AS-
SISTANT Successful Lo-
cal Coupon & Deals pub-
lishing company seeking 
administrative assistant 
with an interest in mar-
keting and advertising 
to work 15-20 hours a 
week, mostly from home 
w/ a few hrs per week at 
offi ce or off-site. Email 
resume to david.fl ash@
couponmarketer.com 
PART TIME-
PICK YOUR 
HOURS!
Assist growing insurance 
agency with marketing. 
12 hours a week, start-
ing.
Hourly plus commis-
sion-$20.00/hour poten-
tial!
Call or email. 512-327-
8424
ALL STAR 
CHEER & 
GYMNASTICS
Expanding to a new 
14,000 sq ft facil-
ity. Enthusiastic tal-
ent needed for various 
positions:admin, gym-
nastics, cheer & dance 
instructors, competi-
tive team coordinators, 
boys program director
championswestlake@
gmail.com 426-1990
800 General Help Wanted
STUDENTPAY-
OUTS.COM
Paid Survey Takers 
Needed In Austin. 100% 
FREE To Join! Click On 
Surveys.
EARN $1000-$3200 A 
month to drive our brand 
new cars with ads placed 
on them. www. AdCar-
Driver.com 
820 Accounting-Bookkeeping
PART-TIME BOOKEEP-
ING ASSISTANT Wanted: 
part-time bookkeeping 
assistant for two small 
non-profi t charitable or-
ganizations; 8-10 hours a 
week / fl exible schedule. 
$15-$20/hr. DOE;
QuickBooks experience 
preferred. References 
required. Close to UT 
campus.
Ideal for accounting ma-
jor with experience in 
data entry, check prepa-
ration, deposit prepara-
tion, bank reconcilia-
tions, fi ling, scanning, 
communication with 
offi cers; preparation of 
fi nancial statements; 
and other administrative 
tasks. This is a contract 
job, no fringe benefi ts. 
Send resume’ with cur-
rent GPA, QB experience, 
contact phone number, 
and e-mail address to 
bookjob32@gmail.com. 
Principals only, no re-
cruiters. 
 
790 Part Time
CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING TERMS There are no refunds or credits. In the event of errors made in advertisement, notice 
must be given by 10 am the fi rst day of publication, as the publishers are responsible for only ONE incorrect 
insertion. In consideration of The Daily Texan’s acceptance of advertising copy for publication, the agency 
and the advertiser will indemnify and save harmless, Texas Student Media and its offi cers, employees and 
agents against all loss, liability, damage and expense of whatsoever nature arising out of the copying, print-
ing or publishing of its advertisement including without limitation reasonable attorney’s fees resulting from 
claims of suits for libel, violation of right of privacy, plagiarism and copyright and trademark infringement. 
All ad copy  must be approved by the newspaper which reserves the right to request changes, reject or 
properly classify an ad. The advertiser, and not the newspaper, is responsible for the truthful content of the 
ad. Advertising is also subject to credit approval.
       Self-serve, 24/7 on the Web at www.DailyTexanOnline.com
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FOR SALE
Trade Stuff
NEED CASH?
Sell your old or new gold 
and silver jewelry. Fast 
cash! Gold_ManATX@
msn.com 512-431-1673
REMEMBER!you saw it 
in the Texan
PICK UP
LONGHORN
LIFE
FEB. 11
keep an eye out for the
super
TUESDAY
COUPONS
every week
clip and save!
dailytexanonline.com
CLASSIFIEDSday, month day, 2008 3B
1
530 Travel-Transportation
ANNOUNCEMENTS
WWW.UBSKI.COM 
1-800-SKI-WILD • 1-800-754-9453
600 West 28th St, Suite #102
breckenridge
Breckenridge  •  Vail  •  Keystone 
Beaver Creek  •  Arapahoe Basin
SPRING BREAK 
SKI TRIP 201 !1
20 Mountains 
5 Resorts 
1 Price
plus t/sFROMONLY
120 Houses
NOW PRELEASING
6/4.5 - $4200
Built in 2005
5/2 - $2700
Hyde Park, wood ﬂ rs
4/2 - $2400
HOT TUB
4/3 - $3200
West Campus House
4/2 - $3000
North Campus House
2/1 - $1200
Pool/Yard
3/2 - $1900
Yard, Hardwood Floors
370 Apts
EFF. & 1-2-3-4-BDRMS
Now Preleasing!
Starting at $225 per RM.
Point South 
& Bridge Hollow 444-7536
• Gated 
Community
• Student Oriented
• On UT Shuttle 
Route
• Microwaves
• Sand & Water 
Volleyball
• Vaulted Lofts w/
Ceiling Fans
• 6 Min. to Down-
town & Campus
• Free DVD Library
• Spacious Floor 
Plans & Walk-in 
Closets
• 2 Pools w/
Sundecks
1910 Willow Creek - Models Available
AUSTIN 
APART. 
ASSOC. 
PROPERTY 
OF THE 
YEAR!
Pointsouthbridgehollow.com
REAL ESTATE SALES
 
420 Houses
Houses - Houses - Houses
3- 6 Bedroom Houses
In west and north campus still 
available for pre-lease
Going Fast!
Call 512.474.9400
utrealty.net370 Apts
The Village @ 47th
1-Beds from $495
2-Beds from $775
Newly renovated interior 
and exterior
New Flooring• 
New Appliances• 
New Countertops• 
1 Block from the UT • 
Red River bus line
Call Today
512.451.4111 or
512.474.9400
875 Medical Study
PPD Study
Opportunities
Men and Women
18 to 65
Up to $2500
Healthy
BMI between 18 and 30
Fri. 25 Feb. through Sun. 27 Feb.
Multiple Outpatient Visits
462-0492 • ppdi.com
PPD conducts medically supervised re-
search studies to help evaluate new in-
vestigational medications.  PPD has been 
conducting research studies in Austin 
for more than 20 years.  The qualiﬁ ca-
tions for each study are listed below.  You 
must be available to remain in our facil-
ity for all dates listed for a study to be 
eligible.  Call today for more information.
RECYCLE
L
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Whether he wants it or not, 
J’Covan Brown has earned a nick-
name in the locker room.
“All my teammates call me Big 
Shot, I don’t know why,” Brown 
said. “It’s from my teammates, so I’ll 
take it.”
When Texas Tech got with-
in six points on Saturday, Brown 
hit two three-pointers within 1:30 
of each other to get Texas out of 
a scoring funk and put the Red 
Raiders away.
“When we need that big shot, 
they know who to come to,” Brown 
said. “My teammates have that con-
fidence in me.”
The sophomore guard has devel-
oped the reputation of a big-game 
player. He scored a season-high 23 
points in a crucial win at Kansas 
last month and routinely provides 
a spark off the bench with a clutch 
jumper or driving layup.
“What’s key to anybody who 
comes off the bench is that you got-
ta be ready every night, because 
you don’t know when you’re go-
ing to be called on,” said Texas head 
coach Rick Barnes. “You have to 
have a mindset.”
Still, Brown was quick to deflect 
the praise.
“Jordan [Hamilton] takes all the big 
shots,” he said. “I like how he doesn’t 
care how much time there is or if it’s 
the last shot, he’s going to take it.”
With at least eight points and 
three assists in the last two games, 
Brown will remain one of Tex-
as’ most important reserves and 
one of the Longhorns capable 
of taking a game-winning shot. 
                                                           
Sooners up next
After taking Sunday off, the team 
returned to practice on Monday and 
started deconstructing film of the 
weekend’s win.
“We’ll go in today and we’ll sit 
down and we’ll talk about what we 
didn’t like from the Tech game, and 
then we’ll talk about what we’ve got 
to do to get ready to play Wednes-
day,” Barnes said.
They’ll also watch the tape from 
the their win over Oklahoma on Jan. 
15. Since the last time the two teams 
met, Texas has been on a 6-0 win-
ning streak while Oklahoma is 4-1 
with wins against Baylor and Col-
orado. The Sooners have also in-
creased their field-goal shooting to 
an average of 46.5 percent per game.
“They’ve definitely gotten bet-
ter, and they’re capable of win-
ning,” Barnes said. “Oklahoma’s im-
proved. All you have to do is look at 
the numbers.”
Smooth sailing
Texas does not face any ranked op-
ponents in the second half of its Big 
12 regular season schedule, which be-
gins Wednesday at Oklahoma.
The Longhorns’ final eight games 
looked much scarier in November. 
The slate includes preseason No. 17 
Baylor and No. 3 Kansas State. Both 
are now out of The Associated Press 
Top 25, with the Bears receiving four 
votes in the most recent poll.
“Any team in college can beat any-
body, so every game you gotta look at it 
like you’re playing against a top team,” 
Brown said. “It’s not like high school 
where you can relax for a game.” 
Barnes wasn’t worried because 
he still sees the Big 12 tournament 
as a chance to impress the selection 
committee.
“That will take care of itself,” 
Barnes said. “You’ve got your own 
postseason tournament.”
The Longhorns’ final eight oppo-
nents have a combined conference 
record of 25-37.
By Will Anderson
Daily Texan Staff
Brown’s clutch shooting merits 
nickname from fellow players
Men’s BAsketBAll nOteBOOk
Corey leamon | Daily Texan File Photo 
Sophomore J’Covan Brown attempts a shot in Texas’ 20-point win against Oklahoma on Jan. 15. Brown has 
been the Longhorn’s first man off the bench in almost every game this year.
and speed this offseason.
Quandre Diggs — CB, 5’10” 190 
lbs. (Angleton HS/Angleton)
The younger brother of San 
Diego Charger Quentin Jam-
mer, Diggs is another super sib-
ling. While undersized at the cor-
nerback position, Diggs is athlet-
ic and has a good enough feel for 
the game to make up for his verti-
cal shortcomings. An early enroll-
ee, Diggs will get acclimated to the 
college life this spring and might be 
an early contributor next fall for a 
position that is wide open.
Steve Edmond— LB, 6’3” 225 
lbs. (Daingerfield HS/Daingerfield)
Imagine this: sideline-to-side-
line speed similar to Derrick John-
son’s and a body that will remind 
fans of Sergio Kindle. Edmond is 
as close to a sure thing as there is 
at the linebacker position. In fact, 
he could also contribute coming 
out of a three-point stance on pass-
ing situations. But the smart mon-
ey is that Edmond will be the first 
linebacker off the bench for re-
lief and depth purposes. He won’t 
supplant the guys in front of him 
— Keenan Robinson, Emmanuel 
Acho and Jordan Hicks — but it’s 
easy to think that Edmond will be 
one of the first defensive substitu-
tions to check into the game and a 
terror on special teams.
Desmond Jackson — DT, 6’1” 
278 lbs. (Westfield HS/Houston)
Last summer, defensive tackle was 
the biggest question mark heading 
into fall camp, and those issues were 
never resolved during the season. 
If Jackson can add some weight, he 
might provide relief for last season’s 
struggling run defense, and he’s also 
quick enough to get to the passer.
“It was obviously a failure on our 
behalf, and we have to take respon-
sibility for that,” NFL Commission-
er Roger Goodell said. “We had, ob-
viously, a lot of challenges this week. 
There were a lot of things we were 
trying to deal with. But there’s no 
excuses. When you put on an event 
like this, you know you’re going to 
have those sorts of challenges.”
He said the league would give 
tickets for next year’s Super Bowl to 
the 400 fans left without a place to 
sit Sunday. The league already had 
said it would offer those 400 peo-
ple refunds of triple the face value 
of their Steelers-Packers tickets.
A total of about 15,000 tempo-
rary seats were added to $1.2 billion 
Cowboys Stadium, and Sunday’s at-
tendance was announced at 103,219, 
just short of the Super Bowl-record 
103,985 who were at the Rose Bowl for 
the 1980 NFL championship game.
Sunday’s temporary seats filled 
open platforms that are usually 
standing-room only “party pass” ar-
eas for Cowboys games.
Grubman said there “was no ver-
tical structural issue that we were 
aware of from the police depart-
ment,” but that issues arose with the 
“final installation of railings, of tight-
ening risers, steps, things of that na-
ture — and that’s what did not get 
completed at the end.”
you go into a game expecting to win, 
while still realizing you have to work 
hard and play well to beat the other 
team. I think that confidence factor 
that they instilled in us at Lake Trav-
is can carry over to the next level and 
help me be a leader.”
The all-state offensive lineman 
joins a recruiting class ranked third in 
the country according to Rivals.com. 
While Doyle has been talking exten-
sively to different coaches from the 
Texas staff, he’s also been able to meet 
fellow recruits and players through-
out the recruiting process. 
“I had a chance to meet all guys 
during my official [visit], and it was 
cool to kind of be in the same situ-
ation. We’re coming in with a new 
coaching staff, so its like we’re all in 
the same boat,” Doyle said. “I got to 
meet some of the offensive line guys 
like Josh Cochran and Garrett Green-
lea, and they’re all really good guys. I 
think Texas did a great job with re-
cruiting because all these guys I 
meet have a lot in common with me. 
It’s easy to build relationships with 
them. I can’t think of one guy who I 
didn’t like.” 
one 18-hour day knew their 
way around the stadium as well 
as anyone else who had never 
been there.
It wasn’t their fault for not 
knowing anything though. They 
were not prepared — or at least 
the few I spoke to had no clue 
about what they were supposed 
to do. I started feeling bad for 
them when fans were becoming 
furious.
Much of the frustration came 
from the fans whose seats were 
deemed unsafe.
“I spent $10,000 on this ticket 
and they don’t have a seat for me,” 
one woman donning a Green Bay 
jersey yelled.
“Detroit didn’t have any prob-
lems like this,” said a sweaty Pitts-
burgh fan, who attended Super 
Bowl XL, as he waited for an eleva-
tor as kick-off neared.
The fans that were left seatless 
were taken to a section on the 
field behind the Steelers’ bench 
but were unable to see the game 
from that area. The 400 of them 
were granted triple the face val-
ue of the ticket in addition to free 
merchandise and tickets to Super 
Bowl XLVI in Indianapolis next 
year. The NFL should not have to 
do that.
There were also problems for 
the 5,000 fans who bought $200 
tickets to watch the game on big 
screens outside of the stadium.
A caller on Dallas radio this 
morning said that he and his fam-
ily left in the first quarter. The 
four screens all had views ob-
structed by trees. He also said that 
he failed to get a beer after waiting 
for 40 minutes and the four food 
vendors were unable to serve even 
a fraction of everyone who ended 
up watching the game while cold 
rain fell on them.
To make things even worse, 
there were other embarrassing 
moments that included Christi-
na Aguilera’s butchering of the 
national anthem and The Black 
Eyed Peas’ unimpressive half-
time performance during which 
the speakers did not appear to be 
working too well.
Things just did not go as 
planned.
North Texas tried. They failed.
PROBLEMS continues from PAGE 7 DOYLE
continues from PAGE 7
RECRUITS continues from PAGE 7
SEATS continues from PAGE 7
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Yesterday’s solution
Arrr matey. This scurrvy beast is today’s answerrrrrr.
Crop it out, or it’ll be the the fishes for ya!
SUD
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10 COUPONS
3120 Guadalupe
Austin, Texas 78705
512-451-2696
$3 off any
Car Wash / Oil Change
with coupon or student id
www.arborcarwash.com
SUPER SUPER
NEED MONEY? SAVE A LIFE.
BONUS COUPON$10
Bring this coupon with you to your second plasma 
donation and receive a $10 bonus. 
*Bonus redeemable only upon completion of a full 
donation. Coupon cannot be combined with any 
other BioLife offer. UTD Expires 3.31.11
FOR NEW DONORS ONLY
Donating plasma at BioLife Plasma 
Services can save a life and pay you back. 
Receive up to $200 per month, and for a  
limited time, bring the Bonus Coupon to  
your ﬁrst donation for an extra $10.
Open Saturdays from noon to 4pm, beginning 
January 29
SCHEDULE YOUR DONATION TODAY AT 
512.251.8855
14415 Owen Tech Blvd • Austin, TX 78728 
www.biolifeplasma.com
www.procuts.com
•Great haircuts and    
beard trims
•FREE WI-FI while you wait
•We accept Bevo Bucks
2801 Guadalupe
512-479-6911 
Next to Torchy Tacos
No double discounts.
At participating Pro-Cuts salons only. 
REGULARLY 
PRICED PRO-CUT3
CHECK 
US OUT
AT FOUR SQUARE TO RECEIVE 
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS!
SUPER
Expires 02/15/2011
SUPER
 • STUDENT ORIENTED 
 • MODELS AVAILABLE
 • GUARANTEED PRE-LEASING-NO WAITING LIST
 • ON UT SHUTTLE ROUTE
 • APARTMENTS STARTING @ $225 PER PERSON
 • SPACIOUS EFF, 1, 2, 3, 4 BEDROOMS
  12 Month Lease
PointSouthBridgeHollow.com       512-444-7536
A P A R T M E N T S
Point South &
Bridge Hollow
Coupons Expires: 2/28/11
APARTMENTS
Point South&
Bridge Hollow
$0 DEPOSIT
$0 APPLICATION
$0 ADMINISTRATIVE FEES
$250 OFF 1ST MONTH RENT
25%OFF
Dry Cleaning
$159
Plain Laundered
Shirts
Please present coupons with incoming or-
ders. Coupons not valid with other offers or 
3 Pant Specials. Only one coupon per visit.
Please present coupons with incoming or-
ders. Coupons not valid with other offers or 
3 Pant Specials. Only one coupon per visit.
All Work Guaranteed• 
Same Day Laundry &• 
Dry Cleaning Service • (M-F)
Household Items Cleaned• 
Alteration Services• 
Same Day Saturday Service • (se-
lected locations)
Open Monday - Friday 7am - 7pm
Saturday 9am - 3pm
3637-B 
Far West Blvd. 
338-0141
501 W. 15th  
@ San Antonio  
236-1118
3207 Red River 
(Next to TX French Bread)
472-5710
SUPER SUPER
$3OFF $10OFF
������������� �������������
Coupon valid only at participating locations. Not valid with any
other offer. No cash value. One coupon valid per customer. 
Please present coupon prior to payment of service.
©2011 Supercuts Inc. Printed U.S.A. Expires: 5/31/11 DLYTX
Coupon valid only at participating locations. Not valid with any
other offer. No cash value. One coupon valid per customer. 
Please present coupon prior to payment of service.
©2011 Supercuts Inc. Printed U.S.A. Expires: 5/31/11 DLYTX
www.supercuts.com www.supercuts.com
25 AUSTIN
AREA SALONS
FREE WI-FI
ON “THE DRAG”
3025 GUADALUPE ST.
(NEXT TO WHEATSVILLE CO-OP)
512-476-4255
SUPER
SUPER
TEXAS STUDENT MEDIA The Daily Texan • TSTV • KVRX • The Cactus • The Texas Travesty
print COUpOnS Online at: http://www.dailytexanonline.net/coupons/
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University students worldwide will 
compete this week for a chance to win 
a $50,000 grand prize to jump-start 
their plan for social entrepreneurship.
The fifth annual Dell Social Inno-
vation Competition is a partnership 
between Dell Computers and the LBJ 
School’s RGK Center for Philanthropy 
and Community Service.
“We want to see transformative, in-
terdisciplinary solutions to anything 
from health issues, educational issues, 
to potable water and nutritional food,” 
said Mary Beth Bennett, a graduate 
research assistant for the RGK Center 
and graduate student in advertising.
“We think UT has a big part to play 
in expanding student entrepreneur-
ship,” Bennett said. Jeff Paine, a final-
ist from last year’s competition, grad-
uated with a master’s degree in chem-
ical engineering. He now works full 
time on his project, Break it Down, a 
sustainable compost program.
“It was a good experience ... as far 
as writing a business plan and being 
prepared to present and send it ... just 
putting in all the effort and prepara-
tion, not only for the competition but 
just for the business itself,” Paine said.
In order to apply, students must 
submit a 500-word plan for their idea 
by Feb. 14. Selected applicants will be 
announced in March and will receive 
guidance on refining their idea until 
the final winner is announced in May.
“The vision for the competition 
is to spark the entrepreneurial spir-
it in students towards solving a social 
problem,” said Suzi Sosa, RGK Center 
assistant director for programs.
Dell and RGK will award $100,000 
in total cash prizes and Dell laptops 
for finalists as seed money for their 
ideas. The first place winner will re-
ceive $50,000, and selected semi-final-
ists will attend idea-building seminars 
and receive coaching to further refine 
their ideas. 
Student participants from UT will 
also be entered in a drawing for a free 
Dell laptop. As of Friday, 25 UT stu-
dents have entered the competition.
For more information on the Dell 
Social Innovation Competition to 
view entries or to submit an idea, visit 
dellsocialinnovationcompetition.com.
While more students across the 
nation are joining classes of incom-
ing college students, the increase is 
not translating to students walking 
across graduation stages four, five or 
even six years later, according to the 
U.S. Department of Education.
The department recently pub-
lished a report based on information 
from more than 6,700 institutions. 
According to the document, more 
than half of first-time, full-time stu-
dents pursuing bachelor’s degrees 
at four-year institutions complet-
ed their degrees within six years at 
the institutions where they enrolled. 
The percentage has remained level 
with the 2008 and 2007 data. 
However, UT defied the trend 
with an increase in graduation rates 
of the larger incoming classes.
“We’re seeing an increase in 
terms of both degrees produced 
and overall number of graduates,” 
said Kristi Fisher, associate vice 
provost in the Office of Informa-
tion Management and Analysis. “It 
takes a lot to move the rates, but if 
you look back 10 years you can see 
a marked increase and they have 
been steadily rising.”
According to the UT Office of In-
formation Management and Anal-
ysis, the graduation rate rose from 
about 76 percent of the 2000 incom-
ing class to about 80 percent of the 
2003 incoming class. The Universi-
ty’s peer institutions, such as Texas 
A&M University, have experienced 
similar increases. The Texas A&M 
Retention and Graduation Report 
showed a graduation increase from 
about 77 percent in the 2000 incom-
ing class to almost 80 percent in the 
2003 incoming class.
“These rates vary by a lot of dif-
ferent factors such as region, level of 
preparedness of incoming freshmen 
or type of institution,” Fisher said.
Though UT goes against the na-
tional tendencies in terms of gradu-
ation percentages, the University re-
mains consistent with the trend of 
increased enrollment. Application 
and admission rates have steadi-
ly increased in the last five to sev-
en years, according to Office of Ad-
missions Deputy Director Augus-
tine Garza.
“There are thousands more stu-
dents graduating high school in the 
state of Texas today than ever be-
fore,” Garza said. “Therefore, there 
are more students interested in 
coming to UT than ever before.”
TEXAS GRADUATION RATES 
Admission year   UT  A&M 
         2001   75.6   77.7
         2002   77.8   78.3
         2003   79.1   79.7
* UT numbers represent percentage of students who graduated within 2-5 
years after admission. A&M rates show students who graduated up to 6 
years after admission.
Compiled from UT Office of Information Management and Analysis and A&M Retention and Graduation Report. 
By Amy Thornton
Daily Texan Staff
By Katrina Tollin
Daily Texan Staff
Increase in UT graduation rate 
defies national findings’ trend
Contest funds student ideas for fighting social woes
BLINDING RAYS OF LIGHT
Erick Gutierrez, 
a Papa John’s 
delivery man, 
waits for a 
friend at the 
Travis County 
Tax Office on 
Airport Blvd. 
Monday 
afternoon.
Tamir Kalifa
Daily Texan Staff
11 ENT
beautiful complexity.
The only recordings of “Lotus 
Flower” have been of its acoustic 
rendition, but the performance was 
given with an intensity and passion 
signature to Thom Yorke. Technical 
guitar riffs and high-pitched melo-
dious lyrics punctuate the band’s 
ethos and enhance the song’s gen-
eral effect.
Last summer, guitarist Ed 
O’Brien said to the BBC’s Adam 
Buxton that “it’s the best record 
[we’ve] ever made. It’s very differ-
ent from what we did last time.”
The previous Radiohead album 
In Rainbows received overwhelm-
ing praise from both fans and crit-
ics in 2007. Entertainment Week-
ly called the album “a full musical 
and emotional spectra which con-
jures breathtaking beauty.” It won 
Best Alternative Music Album at 
the 2008 Grammy Awards, among 
various other accolades from 
around the world.
Radiohead also utilized a new 
means of distribution in which fans 
got to pay whatever they wanted 
for the album, resulting in a whop-
ping 3 million albums sold world-
wide in both digital and physical 
formats at an average of $8 an al-
bum. College students on a tight 
budget are keeping their fingers 
crossed hoping that Radiohead will 
do this again for their next release, 
but no news as to their means of 
distribution has been released.
Nearly two decades into their 
career, Radiohead still manages 
to captivate its audience in a way 
unlike any alternative band in his-
tory. As fans hold their breath for 
what is sure to be a promising al-
bum, hype has peaked not only in 
the U.K. but around the world.
“I think that Radiohead’s ap-
proach to album sales is unique 
and appropriate for today’s age in 
music,” said Katherine Espinosa, 
Radiohead fan and music promot-
er for the Beauty Bar. “Their mu-
sic and overall vision gets better 
with each successive album, and I 
imagine their next album will rev-
olutionize the sound of music as 
we know it.”
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DETROIT — To a pulsating beat, 
hip-hop star Eminem drives a sleek 
Chrysler through the streets of De-
troit, proudly cruising by the city’s 
landmarks, towering skyscrapers 
and the hopeful faces of its people. 
His journey ends with an unapol-
ogetic message: “This is the Motor 
City, and this is what we do.”
A day after it aired, one of the 
most-talked about Super Bowl ads 
sent shivers of pride through the 
battered city, which hopes car buy-
ers are willing to look past Chrysler’s 
billion-dollar bailout and embrace 
the idea that if a vehicle is “Imported 
from Detroit,” that’s reason enough 
to buy it.
“It’s like an anthem or rallying 
cry for Detroit,” Aaron Morrison of 
Mason City, Iowa, told The Associ-
ated Press via Facebook. “It makes 
me want to buy my next car made 
in America.”
Morrison, a photographer, said 
the ad even inspired him to con-
sider moving to Detroit to work for 
Chrysler.
The two-minute ad was unusual 
for its length, airing during a broad-
cast in which a 30-second spot costs 
$3 million. And it framed the gritty 
urban images with an attitude that 
embraced the city’s past and its sur-
vival instinct.
“What does this city know about 
luxury, huh?” the narrator asks. 
“What does a town that’s been to 
hell and back know about the fin-
er things in life? Well, I’ll tell you 
— more than most. You see, it’s the 
hottest fires that make the hardest 
steel.”
For Chrysler, which emerged 
from bankruptcy in June 2009 the 
commercial kicked off an advertis-
ing campaign that it hopes will draw 
buyers back to showrooms and re-
vives the brand.
“Detroit’s ascendancy mirrors 
Eminem’s own struggles and accom-
plishments,” Chrysler brand CEO 
and President Olivier Francois said 
in a statement. “This is not simply 
yet another celebrity in a TV spot. 
It has meaning. Like his music and 
story, the new Chrysler is ‘Imported 
from Detroit’ with pride.”
Of course, the tagline is not with-
out some irony.
“It’s interesting that it took an out-
side eye ... to really kind of cut to 
some of the core basics of what is a 
city and what is a place,” said Clay-
son, an attorney and director of the 
Detroit Creative Corridor, a nonprof-
it that aims to establish the city as a 
global center for creative innovation. 
“They did something right, definitely. 
I’m not an expert, but I think they re-
ally summed up kind of where we’ve 
been and where we are as a city.”
The stirring ad painted a picture 
that the outside world doesn’t often 
see, said one retiree from suburban 
Detroit who was walking through 
downtown on Monday.
“It was very touching. It gave me 
goose bumps,” said Mario Succur-
ro, 64, from Plymouth. “People don’t 
know the city of Detroit. ... And 
there’s some problems over here, of 
course. ... Detroit is coming back. 
We’re down because of autos, but it 
doesn’t mean that we’re dead.”
Courtesy of Carlos Osorio
The Monument to Joe Louis is seen in Detroit on Monday. One of the most talked-about Super Bowl ads 
showed hip-hop star Eminem driving a sleek Chrysler through the city streets.
Super Bowl ad rallies interest in Detroit
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nally stopped signing “Black and 
Yellow,” they can jam to Wiz Khal-
ifa’s newest song “Roll Up.” And 
get your head out of the marijua-
na-filled gutter because “Roll Up” 
is about Khalifa being there for 
a girl no matter what. Produced 
by Stargate, the production team 
responsible for many of Ne-Yo’s 
hits, the song features a simple, 
familiar melody. Khalifa raps and 
sings the hook with ease, gliding 
along with the synthesized beats. 
“Roll Up” is a tame grab for a pop 
crossover hit and will likely fulfill 
its goal. 
MUSIC continues from PAGE 12
and still don’t know what they 
want to do waste their four-year 
experience. 
“If you’re out in a place like 
this, you can explore anything,” 
Braff said. “Those people that 
graduate school and still don’t 
know what they want to do, I 
think they didn’t explore what a 
big giant school like this has to 
offer enough.”
Br a f f  s a i d 
that the Inter-
net and social 
m e d i a  n e t -
works creat-
ed a different 
college expe-
r i e n c e ,  o n e 
m u c h  e a s i -
er than he ex-
perienced 13 
years ago. He 
compared the 
difference to 
the stark con-
trast between 
t h e  t o p  r e -
search tool of 
h i s  g e n e r a -
tion, the Dew-
e y  D e c i m a l 
System,  and 
the Wikipedia 
engine avail-
able today. 
In the SAC ballroom, Braff 
spoke uncensored, talking about 
his hard time finding a job as an 
actor in New York and his tearful 
success at the showing of his film 
“Garden State” at the Sundance 
Film Festival. His easygoing per-
sonality and personal history sur-
prised many students.
Journalism freshman Chey-
enne Matthews-Hoffman, for 
instance, only knew him from 
“Scrubs.”
“I like that he was really chill 
with us and didn’t mind shar-
ing all his embarrassing stories,” 
Mattews-Hoffman said. “I didn’t 
know that he was a director and 
that he did writing.”  
The event also featured a stu-
d e nt  qu e s -
tion-and-an-
swer session, 
i n  w h i c h 
B r a f f  a n -
swered ques-
t i on s  f rom 
m o r e  t h a n 
20 UT stu-
d e n t s  o n 
topics rang-
ing from his 
most embar-
rassing mo-
ment to his 
favorite mu-
sic,  indulg-
i n g  f a n s 
w h e n  t h e y 
a s k e d  h i m 
for pictures, 
h u g s  a n d 
handshakes. 
After more 
than an hour 
of laughter, Braff ended his vis-
it with a profound thanks to ev-
eryone that supported him and 
a call for students to do what 
they’re passionate about and to 
take it seriously. 
“Of course it’s important to 
go to school and get a degree,” 
Braf f  said.  “But fol low your 
heart, do what you love and be 
good at it.”
By Jeff Karoub &
Mike Householder
The Associated Press
“
Of course it’s 
important to go to 
school and get a 
degree, but follow 
your heart, do what 
you love and be good 
at it.”
“
 —Zach Braff, Actor
 Last year proved revolutionary 
for alternative electronic music 
with the release of The Age of 
Adz by Sufjan Stevens and The 
Suburbs by Arcade Fire, howev-
er the revolution will continue 
as the original alternative elec-
tronic band, Radiohead, is ex-
pected to release its next album 
within the upcoming months.
Although an official release 
date has not been set, hype esca-
lated last week after Thom Yorke 
presented the Album of the Year 
award to music producer Flying 
Lotus at the Worldwide Awards 
in London. After the award 
show, Yorke told the BBC’s Giles 
Peterson that the eighth full-
length album was complete.
Katy Voncannon, a UT human 
development and family scienc-
es senior, is one of many stu-
dents on campus who listens to 
Radiohead. She first heard The 
Bends, Radiohead’s second al-
bum, on her father’s stereo about 
10 years ago. Her father’s inter-
est in the band sparked Voncan-
non’s interest as well, which later 
grew into her own obsession.
“Radiohead’s last three al-
bums were absolute masterpiec-
es, and I never get tired of listen-
ing to In Rainbows,” Voncannon 
said. “Their talent surpasses all 
other alternative bands, and I’m 
thrilled to hear of a new album.”
Radiohead preformed a sin-
gle from the upcoming album at 
a benefit for Haiti over a year ago 
that gave fans a taste of what’s to 
come. The single, “Lotus Flow-
er,” is anticipated to be the new 
“Reckoner,” comprised of all 
the trademarks Radiohead fans 
know and love — enigmatic lyrics, 
coiled energy and a haunting yet 
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 Avril Lavigne 
“What the Hell”
RCA Records
Remember the girl from high 
school that was bratty, dumb 
as a rock and annoying? In the 
school of Top 40s, that’s Avril 
Lavigne. Off of her upcoming al-
bum Goodbye Lullaby, “What the 
Hell ” picks up the clappy, sing-
songy template of her song “Girl-
friend” from the trash and sprays 
some air freshener in the form of 
girl power lyrics to make it seem 
new. Although Lavigne has lost 
any pretense of being alternative, 
she lacks the charisma to make 
her pop sound genuine. “What 
the Hell” is shrill, loud and auto-
tuned to an insufferable degree. 
Seriously, what the hell is this?
Rihanna 
“S&M”
Def Jam Recordings
Rihanna is kinky. And she 
wants the world to know on her 
latest single from Loud, “S&M. ” 
Under pulsating and gliding 
Euro-tinged synths, she sings 
with powerful gusto about how 
“chains and whips excite me.” 
More nice than naughty, the sin-
gle works because it unabashedly 
sides itself with pop rather than 
electronica. Going from playful 
to seductive in a second, Rihan-
na has never sounded more con-
fident and in control of her lim-
ited vocals. Apparently, all she 
needed was a whip. 
Nicki Minaj featuring Drake 
“Moment 4 Life”
Young Money Entertainment
Those scared off by Nicki Mi-
naj’s alter ego “Roman Zolanski,” 
who asserts herself with frantic 
raps in songs like “Bottom’s Up” 
and “Monster,” can come out 
from under the bed and meet the 
gentler “Martha” on her new sin-
gle “Moment 4 Life. ” Exhibiting a 
quiet, reflective attitude and sim-
ple, raspy vocals, Minaj recounts 
the trials of success and the joy 
it brings. 
Twinkling piano keys add nos-
talgia and poignancy to the beats 
while Drake’s heartfelt guest rap 
complements Minaj’s sinceri-
ty. “Moment 4 Life” proves that 
underneath the wigs and jarring 
voice changes is a young woman 
just living the dream. 
Patrick Wolf 
“The City”
Hideout Music
Patrick Wolf ’s “The City ” is 
like a good episode of “Glee.” 
It’s obvious and syrupy from the 
minute it begins, but boy does 
it make you feel good. He strips 
off the glam-rock and brooding 
sound that defined his break-
through work. With thudding 
drums, hand claps, smooth pia-
no chords and saxophone solos 
all playing in perfect harmony, 
one can almost see Wolf singing 
the hook “won’t let the city de-
stroy our love” while dancing in 
the streets. On “The City,” Wolf 
doesn’t assume that life is always 
rosy, yet he knows there sure are 
some damn good days.
“Roll Up”
Wiz Khalifa
Rostrum Records
Now that your friends have fi-
By William James Gerlich
Daily Texan Staff
Courtesy of Radiohead 
Radiohead, who teased fans last year with their newest single “Lotus Flower” at last year’s Haiti Benefit, 
say their latest album is finally complete and unlike their previous releases.
Lotus Flower
Radiohead
Genre: Rock
For those who like: 
Arcade Fire, Muse and Modest Mouse
Grade: A
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 “Parks and Recreation” was 
conceived as a spinoff of “The 
Office” and the two share a few 
basic elements, such as the mock-
umentary aesthetic, a reliance on 
interview-style talking heads to 
provide punch lines and even cast 
member Rashida Jones. Unfortu-
nately, during its mercifully brief 
first season, the show failed to 
live up to its predecessor. “Parks 
and Recreation” quickly rebound-
ed with a strong second season, 
and its third season, now in prog-
ress on NBC, is shaping up to be 
even better.
After its weak first season, 
which didn’t know how to use its 
comedic lead actress Amy Poe-
hler, “Parks and Recreation” came 
out of the gate swinging with its 
second season premiere, a mem-
orable episode that showcased 
everything that makes the show 
work. The episode, which fea-
tured enthusiastic government 
employee Leslie Knope (Poehler) 
unintentionally marrying two 
male penguins at the zoo, reintro-
duced the show’s deep ensemble 
cast and convincingly established 
the small-town politics that drive 
the show’s plot.
From there, the show’s second 
season continued to juggle hilar-
ious character work with smartly 
written stories, leading to an ear-
ly renewal from NBC so produc-
tion could start on a third season 
before Poehler went on mater-
nity leave. The first six episodes 
of season three, produced while 
all the other major sitcoms were 
on summer hiatus, are among 
the best the show has ever done. 
With Knope’s job (and the future 
of Pawnee’s government) in jeop-
ardy, the aptly titled season pre-
miere, “Go Big or Go Home,” fea-
tured Knope and her coworkers 
deciding to gamble their jobs on 
reviving the local tradition of the 
Harvest Festival, a fall carnival 
that could pull the town out of its 
financial slump.
The fast approaching deadline 
of the Harvest Festival has rein-
vigorated both the show’s story 
line, which stalls at times, and the 
cast, giving proceedings a sense 
of purpose that was all too lack-
ing in previous seasons. Despite 
this, the storyline is always over-
shadowed by the show’s ensemble 
cast, which is packed with some 
of the best comedic actors work-
ing today. With Aziz Ansari’s 
sleazy Tom, Chris Pratt’s gleeful-
ly dumb Andy or Aubrey Plaza’s 
low-key, sarcastic April, the cast 
doesn’t have a weak link. 
However, the show’s secret 
weapon is the best TV character 
this side of “Breaking Bad,” Ron 
Swanson (Nick Offerman). As 
Knope’s boss who has a weakness 
for breakfast foods, scotch and all 
things manly, Offerman consis-
tently steals entire episodes from 
the rest of the ensemble simply by 
showing up. Thursday’s upcom-
ing episode focuses on Ron and is 
easily the funniest of the six NBC 
sent out for review thanks to Of-
ferman’s ability to make an good 
one-liner great.
New additions Rob Lowe and 
Adam Scott, brought in at the 
close of last season as budget an-
alysts, fit perfectly with the rest 
of the cast. Lowe, who struggled 
last season as the relentlessly pos-
itive Chris, becomes one of the 
show’s highlights this year. Adam 
Scott’s Ben is a less obviously fun-
ny character, existing mostly as 
a straight man to the rest of the 
cast, but Scott’s under-the-radar 
sarcastic presence is a huge asset 
to the show.
Thursday’s episode of “Parks 
and Recreation” is as good a spot 
as any to start watching. Each cast 
member gets at least one fantas-
tic joke, and Offerman turns in 
his best performance on the se-
ries yet. As “The Office” declines 
and starts shedding cast mem-
bers, “Parks and Recreation” is 
getting better with every episode. 
Not only is it the funniest show 
in NBC’s much-hyped Thursday 
night line-up, but the funniest 
show on television, period.
Radiohead single offers peek at album
Third season of ‘Parks’ addresses flaws of first
Ryan Propes | Daily Texan Staff 
Radio-Television-Film Professor John Pierson moderates the discussion with actor Zach Braff, who got into character for what served as the 
grand opening of the SAC ballroom.
Courtesy of NBC Universal 
NBC’s “Parks & Recreation” has finally come into its own and shed “The 
Office” overtones in its third season.
Promising artists, 
familiar stars vie 
for top chart spots
TV TUESDAY
By Alex Williams
By Christopher Nguyen
Daily Texan Staff
 Biology sophomore Delaney 
Dowd was one of the first in line 
the day the Distinguished Speak-
ers Committee gave out the tickets 
for “An Evening With Zach Braff.” 
She arrived at the Texas Union at 4 
a.m. and camped out with a friend 
until the box office opened at 7:30 
a.m. 
“I [felt] like I [got] a golden tick-
et from the Chocolate Factory,” 
Dowd said.
As the time for “An Evening with 
Zach Braff ” grew nearer on Mon-
day night, the crowd at the Stu-
dent Activities Center teemed with 
excitement for Braff, the widely 
known “Scrubs” funnyman. The 
audience burst into laughter even 
before Braff made an appearance, 
opening with a reel featuring clips 
from “Scrubs,” “Chicken Little,” 
“Garden State” and other works 
from Braff ’s career. 
Working off the excitement from 
the reel, Braff entered in an explo-
sive style, running through the 
room with his hands up and bring-
ing the audience to their feet.
“It got me inspired about my 
own career,” Braff said told the au-
dience.
Moderated by radio-television-
film lecturer John Pierson, the 
event was organized by UT’s Dis-
tinguished Speakers Committee 
and marked the opening of the 
new Student Activity Center ball-
room as well as Braff ’s first visit 
to Austin. In his lecture, Braff re-
told his experience at Uncommon 
Objects, a novelty store on South 
Congress Avenue. 
“That place is amazing,” Braff 
said. “I spent so much time in 
there, and I don’t personally have 
a prescription for marijuana, but 
anyone that did, they should take 
their medicine and go in there.” 
When he arrived on campus, 
Braff said in a one-on-one inter-
view with the Texan he quickly 
learned a lesson that all UT stu-
dents should know within their 
first week at school.
“You hate two vowels,” Braff 
said, referring to UT’s infamous ri-
valry with Oklahoma University. 
“And you do not use those vowels 
on campus.” 
As a student in Northwestern 
in the 1990s, Braff studied ra-
dio-television-film and was part 
of the Phi Kappa Psi fraterni-
ty. Aside from studying his cho-
sen major, Braff also practiced 
the “college is a time to have fun” 
philosophy. Braff claimed that he 
wasn’t crazy, although he did go 
to parties and have fun “like all 
good college kids.”
Despite dabbling in college 
parties, Braff also experienced 
the tremendous pressure of get-
ting good grades. Braff said that 
most of the time he was so wor-
ried about his grades he didn’t 
take the opportunity to enjoy the 
class. 
“I wish I could go back. They 
say youth is wasted on the young, 
but college is wasted on college 
students,” Braff said. “If I could 
go back, I would take more wacky 
classes and think outside of my 
comfort zone.” 
Braff went on to say that the 
people that graduate from college 
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